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Vision Statement 

To grow a vibrant, inclusive and professional cultural 
organisation that provides best practice exhibitions, 
collections management, research and conservation 
services, and which is accessible, responsive and 
engaging for local residents, children and audiences 
from around the world. 

Our Mission
•	 To collect, preserve and share archival documents, 

images and objects which are significant to the 
history of Cairns and far north Queensland. 

•	 To curate and manage a leading museum and 
cultural tourism experience in far north Queensland.

•	 To recruit, train and enhance the skills and well-
being of all staff (paid and volunteers).

•	 To enable far north Queensland history, heritage 
educational and creative projects with locals 
and visitors from around the world by providing 
expertise and a quality and accessible collection

Cairns Historical Society 
The Cairns Historical Society is a community member-
based organisation, created in 1958 by volunteers who 
shared a vision to collect, protect and make available 
the north’s history to locals and visitors alike.

The Cairns Historical Society is highly regarded 
as a collecting repository and for its world class 
Cairns Museum and Research Centre. Our Museum 
showcases far north Queensland history and heritage 
and provides engaging visuals and stories from pre 
contact to post contact settlement. 

Our Research Centre enables access to our extensive 
mixed collection of over 100,000 items in our archives, 
images and object collection. This makes it a significant 
local resource for the community and an asset of state-
wide significance to Queensland. 

As part of our commitment to the community, we offer 
intergenerational experiences about the history and 
heritage of the region. Through our educational and 
lifelong learning programs we reach out to all age 
groups such as the History on the Move trailer, school 
holiday activities and in house museum experiences. 

Not bad for a community run organisation! 
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President's Report

It gives me great pleasure to present the President’s 
Report for the 2022-2023 Financial Year. The purpose 
of this Annual Report is to summarise the Cairns 
Historical Society Inc. (the Society), and Cairns 
Museum’s achievements, and to highlight why the 
Society remains a leading community organisation in 
the far north. 

Our members and volunteers are the backbone of the 
organisation. I recognise the vital contribution you all 
make to the Society through your day-to-day support, 
membership, ongoing patronage, participation at 
events, and regular visits to our Museum and Research 
Centre. Your membership and engagement with us 
has meant we can grow as a community, welcome 
new members and meet our clear strategic and 
operational objectives: to collect, preserve and share 
the history of Cairns and far north Queensland with 
the young and old.

Our greatest achievement this year has been to adapt, 
change and grow to meet the needs of increased 
visitor numbers through our doors to the Museum 
and Research Centre. The Society has refreshed and 
renewed its products, research space and programs 
after five years of opening our doors to the community. 
Refresh and renew has been our motto!

With over 34 cruise ships to our port since January 
alone, our reception and guide volunteers have stepped 
up to the challenge of welcoming visitors through our 
doors each and every day. 

Everywhere around Cairns, tourism has been booming 
and the Cairns Museum has been abuzz with locals 
and visitors alike. 

My role as President of the Cairns Historical Society 
is a rewarding one. I am committed to sharing far 
north Queensland’s rich history with locals and visitors 
alike and acknowledge and celebrate the efforts of 
individuals and communities who have made far north 
Queensland such a great place to live. I would like to 
take this opportunity to thank all of the members of the 
Board who have given their time freely to meet every 
month and provide governance to the organisation. 

I would like to also thank the Cairns Regional Council 
(CRC) who financially support the Cairns Historical 
Society through our shared Resource and Performance 
Agreement, and for their prompt actions to undertake 
building maintenance on the historic School of Arts 
where our Museum and significant collection is housed.

I would like to thank our platinum sponsor MacDonnells 
Law for their advice; gold patron sponsor Ports North 
for supporting our History on the Move education 
trailer program; Cairns Discovery Tours who package 
with the Cairns Museum; Triple M for our Real Cairns 
History program, and the many other Cairns individuals 
and local businesses who have supported us 
throughout the year. 

Finally, a note of appreciation for the great support we 
have received from our volunteer members. With over 
22,532 visitors through our doors over the 12 months, 
the Cairns Historical Society is proud of its success! 

Dr Clive Skarott AM, HonDUniv President

"The Society remains strong and 
inclusive, and that is what we want  
– a member-based organisation, 

which is welcoming to visitors, offers 
benefits to locals and encourages 

participation in a variety of ways for 
its members and volunteers."
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Meet the Board

Left to Right: Standing — Karen Oakes, 
Megan Lilly, Vice President Dr Jan 
Wegner, Dr Nicky Horsfall, Treasurer 
David Goodman, Ralph Peters. 
Seated — President Dr. Clive Skarott, 
Secretary Lyn Warwick. (Absent Fiona 
Jose; Executive Officer Dr Sandi Robb; 
Accounts Manager Debra Ferguson).

The Cairns Historical Society Management Committee 
transitioned into a Board in 2022 with a revised 
Constitution and in accordance with its Strategic 
Plan 2021-2024. The Board consists of a President, 
Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, four appointed 
members and one elected member.

The Cairns Historical Society Board is a 
multidisciplinary and culturally diverse team which 
enjoys representation from regional First Nations, and 
has three Doctors of Philosophy, a Chief Executive 
Officer, Chartered Accountant, a Lawyer, a former 
Politician, Librarian and Small Business Owner. 

A number of our members sit on other Boards, and 
continue to make civic contributions to the community  
in many ways. This makes the skills matrix for the 
Board extremely high. 

This year we saw the retirement of Board member 
Pauline O’Keeffe and welcomed Karen Oakes. 

As the Society moves forward to meet its 
organisational challenges in the digital century, it 
remains strong, focused and committed to good 
organisational governance. 

The Board gratefully acknowledge the support and 
dedication of the volunteers who contribute to its 
operations. There were 10 meetings held in the financial 
year 2022-2023 and one Annual General Meeting.

POSITION NAME MEETINGS ATTENDED
President Dr Clive Skarott 10
Vice-President Dr Jan Wegner 8
Secretary Lyn Warwick 9
Treasurer David Goodman 6
Board Member Dr Nicky Horsfall 8
Board Member Pauline O’Keeffe (Retired) 4
Board Member Megan Lilly 9
Board Member Fiona Jose 3
Board Member Ralph Peters 6
Board Member Karen Oakes 5
Executive Officer Dr Sandi Robb 9

Board Member in Profile

Karen Oakes
On 22 October 2022, at the Annual General Meeting, the Cairns Historical 
Society welcomed Karen Oakes to the Board. Karen, born and raised in 
Cairns, brings to the Board her vast experience as a childcare centre educator, 
business and tourism manager, and more recently as a volunteer member of 
the Society. Karen has worked around the globe and is a welcome addition to 
the organisation.
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Our Community

Without a doubt, the heart of the Cairns Historical 
Society community is its members. The Society is a 
diverse and dedicated community of 422 members. For 
those who like to visit the Cairns Museum multiple times 
throughout the year, or participate in our School Holiday 
programs, a Family Membership is most popular with 
parents and grandparents. 

Individuals who look for experience orientated 
memberships take our Individual Membership to 
participate in our social events such as Lecture Series, 
Gallery Openings and Meet and Memory Morning Teas. 
Researchers tend to take out Individual or Student 
Memberships to visit the Research Centre and access 
our extensive Collection of treasures. 

None of this could happen without the Society’s other 
members, our dedicated volunteer members who work 
tirelessly alongside employed staff to run both the front 
and back of house.

As the Society has grown into a leading research 
centre and community museum, changes to the 
way we operate have meant that some older 
traditional members have found it difficult to remain 
engaged with us.

In response to this, the Society has undertaken a 
review of the membership trends and benefits offered 
over the last five years with the aim of increasing 
interest and encouraging social participation from 
the community. 

Our new team of seven staff consists of Executive 
Officer/Collections Manager, Dr Sandi Robb; Second 
in Charge and Accounts/Marketing and Sales, Debra 
Ferguson; Front of House Coordinator, Shelley Cai; 
Curator, Dr Daniela Vávrová; Education and Life Long 
Learning Coordinator, Carmen Mira; Volunteer and 
Workplace Health and Safety Co-ordinator, Dr Sabine 
Mercer, and Collections Officer, Gabrielle North. 

The Society is supported by 55 volunteers, with 
more joining all the time. They work across a range 
of opportunities for volunteering including in front of 
house and reception, as guides, education and lifelong 
learning hosts; and in back of house in the Research 
Centre where they assist in the Archives, Images, 
Artefact collection and Publications teams. In addition, 
we have a dedicated team in Collection Care at the 
School of Arts as well as at the Edmonton store. 

Membership
This year we have worked hard to improve our member 
benefits and engage our diverse membership family. 

This has included a new look newsletter for members 
with interesting stories and children’s pages, 
introduction of Meet and Memories morning tea, 
and increased outreach to the Cairns community 
by partnering with CRC Libraries through our mini 
exhibition program.

Membership with the Cairns Historical Society comes 
with a number of benefits to suit families, individuals, 
pensioners and students. 

Member Benefits
1.	 Twelve-month free entry to the Cairns Museum.

2.	 Twelve-month free access to the Research Centre.

3.	 Invitations to all CHS&M exhibitions, 
talks and functions.

4.	 Early-bird reservations for events and workshops.

5.	 Regular Bulletins of local history.

6.	 Bi-monthly newsletters to keep up to date with 
Society matters.

7.	 Exclusive invitation to CHS&M social group Meet 
and Memory Morning Tea.

8.	 Excursions to local history places and collections.

Volunteer Contribution

 

$282,216
in wage savings to the 

CHS&M when calculated 
against the national 

hourly minimum 
wage   

13,200
hours of work by 

our volunteers, an 
average of 5 
hours a day

 
Now that’s just one reason to value our 
wonderful volunteers!
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Our Operating Environment

Throughout the year, the Society has continued to 
deliver a premier Museum and Research Centre 
experience for locals, visitors and researchers alike, 
and it has been an incredibly busy year with many 
notable highlights.

One distinct feature which has impacted visitor 
numbers has been the return of cruise ships to the Port 
of Cairns. Their arrival has positively boosted the Cairns 
Historical Society’s income, which is not at all surprising 
considering we have welcomed 90 cruise ships through 
the port since July 2022. This has kept our staff and 
volunteers very busy, as has the late wet season which 
continues to drive traffic through our doors looking for 
indoor activities.

Analysis of our visitor place of origin suggests that the 
domestic market has been strong, particularly during 
school holiday periods. Most of our visitors have 
come from Victoria, New South Wales and southern 
Queensland, although Western Australia has also 
featured strongly. 

We have also actively engaged local primary and 
secondary schools through excursions, trailer team 
incursions and school holiday programming, maximising 
our Education and Lifelong Learning reach. The 
Society has worked hard to maintain its connection with 
the local community. We remain one of the premier 
places for children’s activities, education, learning 
and family fun. 

Since March 2023, the Japanese market has picked up 
and we are now catering to more regular school and 
education groups through specialised booking sites. 

Our reception and guide teams have welcomed each 
and every young person through our doors, and the 
museum walls have resonated with the sound of excited 
children listening intently to our guides, or comparing 
each other’s workbooks, or super sleuths results to see 
if they have found every hidden object. 

Upstairs in the Research Centre the team have 
worked hard to answer queries, assist visitors on the 
image database and retrieve archival material. On 
the administrative side both the archive and image 
teams have been productive cataloguing, digitising, 
transcribing and indexing, as well as removing 
duplicates and sometimes triplicates from the collection. 

The Collection Care team have accessioned, written 
significance reports, boxed, encapsulated and cared for 
our many objects which can be used for future displays.

We have managed to put on three excellent exhibitions 
throughout the year including a travelling exhibition 
which has shown in New York, Milan and Sydney! 

What a fabulous year, achieved thanks to our 
dedicated team of staff and volunteers, backed by 
a dynamic Board.

Highlights and Achievements

•	 Managed 2022-2023 budget.
•	 Expanded operational team.
•	 Recruited 3 positions.
•	 Partnered with two new organisations.
•	 Delivered Spatial Renewal and future growth program.
•	 Invigorated member and volunteer programs.



Our Collection

The Cairns Historical Society and Research Centre is a best practice research facility 
which supports a large collection of local, state and nationally significant archival, 
image and object items.

The Collection

41,143 
Archival items

45,192 
Photographs

6,297 
Objects

23,088
Archive items are fully or partly 
digitised or of digital origin.

3 volunteer teams with 25 
volunteers who work across 
the Research Centre: archives, 
images and collection care.

31 volunteers over two 
locations, Cairns City and 
Edmonton, who research, 
transcribe, digitise, enter data, 
storage manufacture and 
warehouse assist. 

217 researchers who 
used the Research Centre 
to undertake assisted or 
independent discovery.
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The Research Centre

The research team received queries from far and 
wide via email, online, or by telephone. The new user 
pay system for all external research enquiries to the 
centre, as part of our fees and charges schedule, was 
implemented in July 2022 for this financial year. 

Income from the Research Centre contributes to utility 
expenses such as electricity in our climate-controlled 
Collection store, purchasing industrial shelving for our 
Edmonton store facility, and purchasing archival quality 
collection materials which we require for best practice 
conservation standards. 

Our Research Centre also provides a discreet specialist 
history area for families who may have hurts and 
shame in their backgrounds. Centred around our new 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island Collection, our centre 
provides a place for members of the Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander community to seek information 
on their family past, as well as enquire about general 
regional history relating to their history. 

This new specialist history  
area has been created to

•	 Acknowledge cultural and sensitive pasts. 
•	 Provide a discreet location for research.
•	 Improve access to diverse resources.

FINANCIAL YEAR VISITORS REQUESTS
2022-2023 217 393
2021-2022 214 381
2020-2021 258 397
2019-2020 240 357
2018-2019 306 397

Testimonials
Thank you so much for your very prompt 
response to my visit to Research only this 
morning. I am just so happy with all you 
and Terry were able to help me with. You 
certainly have an amazing archive, and no 
doubt, I will be back again. Thank you. 
Very happy member.
From A.W. email 5 August 2022

Thank you so much for this valuable 
information, your research has been much 
appreciated and well worth the cost.
From R.M. email 23 August 2022

Nothing more required. Thank you!!  
Please know how appreciative we are for the 
fantastically fast turnaround on this - you’ve 
made our week and I hope I didn’t over 
complicate your day. Most sincerely, and 
kind regards.
From A.G. email 16 January 2023 Wildbear Entertainment Pty Ltd re 
The Black Hand. 2023 - Documentary Series.



Our Museum 

22,579 visitors - What an exciting and busy 
year it has been! 

Local, state and national visitors have streamed through 
our doors to visit the Cairns Museum for an educational 
and engaging experience! The Japanese student 
market has bounced back, and the cruise ship industry 
has increased traffic flow with relaxed happy tourists.

YEAR MUSEUM VISITORS EVENT
2022-2023 22,579 Post-pandemic
2021-2022 23,733 Pandemic restrictions relaxed
2020-2021 10,792 Pandemic restrictions enforced
2019-2020 12,578 Pandemic declared
2018-2019 17,856 First year of operation

Temporary Gallery Program
July - November 
Cairns Museum 1 x 4 — Exhibition One object, four 
stories, multiple viewers, artefacts, archives and images 
through 4 different curatorial lenses.

November - February
Beach Couture : A Haute Mess — An international 
exhibition featuring seven fashion garments and 
archaeological artefacts curated from washed up plastic 
rubbish from the Anthropocene (human activity). 

March - June 
Growing up in the Tropics — In-house exhibition 
prepared by the curator and volunteer team 
of the Society. 

Outreach Program
In 2022-2023, the Society partnered with CRC Libraries 
to extend its exhibition program. This takes the 
Cairns Museum to the community and to audiences 
who may not have access to the city, ultimately 
strengthening the bond between the Cairns Historical 
Society and community.

Three mini exhibitions were prepared for display at the 
Manunda and Earlville public libraries.

•	 1 x 4: Exhibition

•	 Growing up in the Tropic

•	 Manunda and Earlville Stories

Testimonials
An amazing collection. Very informative 
volunteers. Very educational. So much 
history. Great place to visit.
From Mike S, London UK

I had a lovely time here; the displays were 
interesting and fun to look at. The staff were 
so nice and caring! I think this would be 5 
stars – Amazing! 
From A. L.

Very interesting + Informative. 
From P.G. – Honolulu
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Education and Life 
Long Learning

The strategic focus of the Education and Life Long 
Learning Coordinator is to connect the Museum with 
stories and programs that stimulate the imaginations 
of the young and young at heart. With a qualified 
teacher on staff, the programs meet our strategic goal 
to share knowledge and provide skills-based learning 
and cultural experiences that build connections to 
community. Our programs are aligned to the primary 
and secondary curriculum, and we have extended our 
reach to Vocational Educational and Training students, 
who undertake Certificate based study. 

Programs we deliver through our education and lifelong 
learning strategy include school incursions to the 
Museum, History in a Trunk lectures, History on the 
Move Trailer excursions to schools, and our own school 
holiday program. We also have Museum offerings of 
audio guides, colouring in competitions, super sleuths 
and temporary gallery activities. The Cairns Museum is 
a leading educational experience for everyone!

School Holiday Program 
The Society offered 25 school holiday activity days, 
reaching 123 children who were engaged and 
enthralled with the creative activities on offer.

Winter
NAIDOC Week Cultural Workshop
Get up! Stand up! Show up! NAIDOC Week with 
Miriki Performing Arts offered a series of fun activities 
based around Indigenous language, movement, 
music and more.

Yidinji Word Challenge 
Win a museum prize pack! Head to our NAIDOC 
display on the verandah to find the meaning of 
different Yidinji words.

Spring
Diamond inspired Art works
Discovering how soothing Diamond Artworks can be by 
making a Temporary Exhibit art work to create a pen 
and ink Australian Galah. 

Craft your own Museum
Inspired by the Cairns Museum, make your own 
diorama and exhibition with personalised exhibits from 
items brought along at workshop.

5,548 students reached, 
11% up on previous year 

31 School visits 
 
reaching 2,513 children. 

34 Museum visits 
 
by schools, welcoming 1,413 children.

31 Trunk hire programs 
 
benefiting an estimated 1,499 children. 

Festive Season
Recycled Object Christmas Craft
An opportunity to make garlands and ornaments for the 
Christmas tree using recycled objects.

Reduce, Reuse, Recycle & Welcome 
in the New Year! 
Using salvaged materials from parties and events, 
celebratory poppers and count down calendars, to 
herald the New Year. 

Marine Couture Scavenger Hunt
A treasure hunt around the Museum to seek out bottle 
caps with code words to enter a competition for a prize.

Salvage Your Summer Plastics
Make a spectacular collage of birds and animals using 
salvaged bottle caps.

Welcoming Tropical Guests
Honouring the local sea life’s battle with marine plastics 
and creating a sculpture of a jelly fish. 

Visions of the Past and Future
A workshop to explore holograms and create a 
viewer using old plastic bottles and a QR code to 
create a 3D image. 

Easter
Eggcellent Basket Weaving 
Everyone enjoyed the magic of paper crafting baskets, 
which were filled with chocolates for Easter joy.

Visions of the Past and Future 
Back by popular demand!
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Adult Learning 

Events
At the CHS&M, we believe that life offers continuous 
learning opportunities no matter what age. The Society 
has presented a varied program of events from public 
lectures to hands on learning experiences.

•	 5 x Meet the Curator tour talks aligned with 
temporary gallery openings.

•	 1 x Public Community Talk in partnership with 
Professor Stuart Lockie, James Cook University.

•	 2 x University placements with students 
from Charles Sturt University and James 
Cook University.

•	 1 x Certificate III & IV Tourism VET program.

•	 12 x Public lectures through our Public 
Lecture Series. 

•	 2 x Private book launch events.

Public Lectures Series
The community was able to enjoy 12 public lectures 
held in the meeting room of the CHS&M, covering a 
broad range local history.

•	 Animals in the Gardens by Janice Pichon.

•	 Cairns Botanic Gardens: An Unusual 
History by Val Shier.

•	 Cairns Homes Then and Now by Dr Jan Wegner.

•	 C.D. Lynch, Local Architect by Maria Larkins, 
presented by Dawn May.

•	 The Ties that Bind: A Visit to Family Cemeteries in 
the Atherton Area by Carole Hardingham.

•	 David and Agnes McGregor – Early Far 
North Queensland Pioneers 1876-1892 by 
Heather Grainger.

•	 The First Car to Cross the Kuranda 
Range by Peter Ryle.

•	 Cyclone Myths and Misconceptions of North 
Queensland by Jon Nott.

•	 A new Collection at CHS Research Centre: ATSI 
Collection by Michael Brumby.

•	 Fiction Writers of North Queensland by 
Roger Osbourne.

•	 Women Botanical Artists in North Queensland 
by Janine Evans.

•	 A Stitch in Time: The 1900 Signature Cloth 
by Dr Sandi Robb.



Our Visitor 
Satisfaction

Visitors to the CHS&M come from all corners of the 
globe to experience our wonderful facility. Warmly 
welcomed from the moment they step in the door; 
our visitors have overwhelmingly indicated their 
positive experiences and satisfaction. This is a credit 
to the Cairns Museum and Research Centre staff 
and volunteers!

Our Digital 
Presence

Our digital presence includes the organisation 
website, as well as active and engaging social 
media accounts for both CHS&M, across Facebook, 
Instagram, and LinkedIn.

•	 Travellers Choice Award, Trip Advisor 2023 — Top 
10% of attractions worldwide. 

•	 62,447 total website page views.

•	 107,832 Google My Business profile views.

•	 Weekly Radio segment on Triple M.

SOCIAL MEDIA POSTS 853
Impressions 421,608 ⬆

Reach 311,849 ⬆

Engagements 6,836 ⬆

Link clicks/referrals 2,168 ⬆

Total followers 6,576 ⬆

WEBSITE VISITORS 26,178
Page views 62,447 ⬆

Visit 6,985 ⬆

Exhibitions 2,992 ⬆

Book now 2,201 ⬆

School holiday 1,579 ⬆

Kids and family 1,422 ⬆

⬆ Improvement on FY 2022-2023

Our Rating
    	 Google	  
    	 TripAdvisor

Testimonials
A small but interesting museum well worth 
a visit. It details the history of Cairns and 
the surrounding region and is based in a 
lovely old building. The volunteers there are 
extremely knowledgeable. Tony showed me 
round which added to the experience. 
– 5 stars 
David W.

Excellent place to learn a bit about Cairns I 
wouldn’t have known! Dee, John and Tony 
were super insightful! Highly recommend! 
– 5 stars
Anthony

Excellent! The staff were so friendly and 
helpful. They engaged our 9 year old 
brilliantly and were very kind about her 
artwork! – 5 stars 
Laura Prior

Exhibits were interesting; I appreciated the 
apparent care in involving Gimuy-walubarra 
yidi in displays. – 5 stars
Christopher Sharp
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Our Financial Capability

The Cairns Historical Society has over last twelve 
months demonstrated a strong commitment to growth, 
organisational renewal and strong fiscal management. 

Our financial capability is underpinned by a 
conservative approach to decision making, confidence 
in financial efficacy and a positive attitude to managing 
risks as well as looking for opportunities. 

Our Priorities 2023-2024
With forward thinking vision and a targeted strategic 
plan for the future, the Society is well placed as a 
leading community organisation. Our priorities for 
2023-2024 include:

•	 Align and implement a clear pathway for growth 
through Five Strategic Goals objectives which 
underpin the activities of the Society: Tropical 
Collections, Digital Gateways, Engagement 
and Learning, Governance, and Growth 
and Development.

•	 Maintain core budget expectations in CRC 
Agreements and explore alternative financial 
growth areas through grants, sponsorship and 
patron donations.

•	 Investigate and fundraise for a new Collection 
Management System.

•	 Increase digital capabilities through investment in 
equipment and software.

•	 Complete Spatial Renewal Collections Store and 
Edmonton shed offsite storage facility. 

•	 Maintain and build partnerships with community 
groups and tourism operators.

•	 Continue to deliver community engagement to 
broader audiences.

•	 Increase member benefits and accessibility.

•	 Provide a forward projecting organisational culture. 

Grants and Sponsorship
Grants
Over the 2022-2023 year, three grants were applied 
for and other fundraising avenues explored including 
Corporate Sponsorship and Patronage. The 
Society also received a number of donations and 
in-kind support.

Alternative sources of financial supplement remain 
a crucial aspect of our business model to ensure 
continuity of Museum operations and provide care for 
our significant Collection. The Society understands 
that these are challenging times, and it wholeheartedly 
appreciates any contribution made, small or large 
donation, in-kind support, or a donation of one’s time. 

As a community member-based organisation, every 
little bit counts!

$58,823 total grant funding applied for
•	 $4,018 2022-2023 Volunteer Grant Opportunity 

•	 $39,805 Gambling Community Benefit Fund: for 
Publishing and Equipment

•	 $15,000 2023 Australia Post Community Grants

Sponsorship 
This year the Cairns Historical Society received a 
generous contribution to the research, collection, 
preservation and interpretation of Cairns and far north 
Queensland history. 

The Society acknowledges and thanks this kind 
benefactor for their kind generosity. 

We have one Platinum Patron partner, and many 
individuals and businesses who provide support 
through other means are acknowledged on our website, 
in newsletters and Annual Report. 

Total Patron Donations $5,000
The Society has three levels of Patronage under its 
Patron Program 
 
1 x Gold: for amounts $3,000 plus  
1 x Silver: for amounts $1,500 - $2,999 
1 x Bronze: for amount $750 - $1,499
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Financials
The Society’s financial performance has been strong  
and steady; buoyed by a positive tourism and cruise  
ship bounce, and a strong national market. 

Income
We saw an increase in overall income of $178,948, up 
33.9% to the previous year. This increase was primarily 
due to higher visitor numbers and an increase in 
CRC R&P funding.

Expenses 
We had a decrease in expenses of $45,681, down 
6.56% to the previous year. This decrease is primarily 
due to reduced employee costs. 

Assets
Total assets were valued at $2.14 million, which 
amounted to an increase of approximately $10,000, up 
0.47% to the previous year.

Liabilities
Total liabilities were valued at $1.64 million, a decrease 
of approximately $47,000, down 2.79% to the previous 
year. This decrease is primarily due to reduced 
employee costs and creditors.

Museum income 39.0%

Members, sponsors & donations 4.0%

CHS sales & service fees 3.2%

Grants & contributions 53.2%

Other income (interest income) 0.5%

Cash assets 16.0%

Receivables 0.5%

Other assets 0.0%

Inventories 3.0%

Museum fitout 73.8%

Plant & equipment 5.8%

Intangible assets 0.9%

Collections care 1.0%

Depreciation expenses 3.3%

Employee costs 62.7%

Repairs & maintenance 0.8%

Events 0.4%

School trailer 0.6%

Finance costs 0.5%

Grants 0.0%

Operational expenses 27.9%

Other fees & charges 0.3%

Professional services 2.4%

Cash assets 16.0%

Receivables 0.5%

Other assets 0.0%

Inventories 3.0%

Museum fitout 73.8%

Plant & equipment 5.8%

Intangible assets 0.9%
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THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

The Cairns Historical Society could not exist  
without their generous support.

cairnsmuseum.org.au
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